[Ultrasound-guided peripheral nerve block for high-risk patients with arteriosclerosis obliterans in lower limb surgery--a report of nine cases].
Most patients with arteriosclerosis obliterans (ASO) have severe complications such as coronary artery disease, congestive heart failure and chronic kidney disease. They receive long-term antithrombotic therapy which is a contraindication to neuraxial anesthesia. In this retrospective study, we reviewed nine high-risk patients with ASO (revised cardiac risk index more than three) who underwent an urgent lower limb surgery under ultrasound-guided peripheral nerve block (PNB). In all cases, intraoperative hemodynamic changes remained minimized. In eight of the nine cases, analgesics are not required until 10 hours after the operation. No complication related to PNB occurred. Ultrasoundguided PNB for patients with ASO undergoing lower limb surgery can be a useful anesthetic technique, providing cardiovascular stability and good postoperative analgesia.